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OLE MISS SITS AT NO. 25 IN 
RECRUITING RANKINGS
As National Signing Day draws 
closer, Matt Luke and his staff are 
looking to move up in the rankings.
SEE PAGE 7
ON AIR: THACKER’S SPRING 
SEASON OPENS TONIGHT
Watermelon Slim and Ben Wiley 
Payton will each play their own 
blues stylings, while Garth 
Greenwell will read from his 
critically acclaimed 2016 novel. 
SEE PAGE 4
Journalists analyze unique coverage of Senate election
Editor-in-chief R.L. Nave said 
Mississippi Today writers cov-
ered the 2018 Senate races with 
an interesting approach: focus-
ing on community reactions to 
the Senate candidates.
Nave and Adam Ganucheau, 
a reporter for Mississippi Today 
and former editor-in-chief of 
The Daily Mississippian, spoke 
to a crowded room in Barnard 
Observatory as part of the 
Center for the Study of Southern 
Culture’s Brown Bag lectures. 
Launched in 2014, Mississippi 
Today is an online news pub-
lication that largely focuses on 
civic reaction and discourse.
“Mississippi Today was not 
conceived to be a daily news 
source,” said Nave, the edi-
tor-in-chief. “We want to focus 
on not so much what’s being 
covered but what’s not being 
covered.”
This week’s Brown Bag Lec-
ture focused on the 2018 Senate 
races, specifically Mississippi 
Today’s coverage of it. Nave said 
he wanted to report comprehen-
sively on each candidate.
“It’s not that we have an 
opinion on those sorts of things 
happening, we just recognize 
that we want to give people as 
much information as we can as 
an organization — who these 
people are, what they stand for, 
and what they want to do if they 
get into office so that people 
know,” Nave said.
The Senate election was 
historic for the state because for 
the first time in the state’s histo-
ry, Mississippians had a chance 
to elect two U.S. Senators and 
either elect the first woman to 
the Senate from Mississippi or 
the first black Senator from the 
state since Reconstruction. In 





SEE BROWN BAG PAGE 3
SEE FINANCIAL AID PAGE 3
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Editor-in-Chief R.L. Nave and reporter Adam Ganucheau of Mississippi Today are 
introduced along with the topic of Wednesday’s Brown Bag Lecture: “Mississippi Today: 
Covering the Fall 2018 Senate Race.” 
COURTESY: HARRY BRISCOE VIA OLE MISS.EDU
Laura Diven-Brown Director of Financial Aid
ILLUSTRATION: HAYDEN BENGE
Office of Financial Aid adjusts process 
The longest government 
shutdown in American 
history began on Dec. 22 
and has presented looming 
questions about federal fi-
nancial aid for many college 
students, including those at 
Ole Miss.
Initially left without in-
struction from the U.S. De-
partment of Education, the 
university’s Office of Finan-
cial Aid was briefly unable 
to complete verifications for 
many students regarding 
their Free Applications for 
Federal Student Aid (FAF-
SA) and was unable to award 
financial aid packages.
“We were in limbo won-
dering what was going to 
happen to some of these 
people,” said Laura Div-
en-Brown, the university’s 
Director of Financial Aid. 
“Luckily, this occurred in the 
middle of the academic year, 
when most of our students 
had already submitted their 
FAFSA, but we did experi-
ence trouble with transfer 
students and students who 
had not previously finished 
their verification.”
After several weeks of 
dealing with the inability to 
grant financial aid, the uni-
versity’s office received in-
structions from the Depart-
ment of Education giving 
them discretion to approve 
financial aid without going 
through the normal process 
and by substituting other 
verifying information.
Diven-Brown said near-
ly one-third of students’ 
FAFSA applications are 
“flagged” for an additional 
verification process before 
those students may receive 
federal aid. The IRS, the fed-
eral government’s revenue 
service, is typically tasked 
with providing this verifi-
cation. During a shutdown, 
with an understaffed IRS, 
this process becomes more 
difficult.
“People flagged for 
verification are supposed 
to provide the school with 
copies of IRS tax tran-
scripts, a function which 
was suspended due to the 
government shutdown,” Div-
en-Brown said.
With around two-thirds of 
full-time college students re-
ceiving some form of finan-
cial aid, the ability to apply 
for and renew the FAFSA 
is crucial to the completion 
of secondary education for 
millions of students in the 
country and thousands of 
students on the Ole Miss 
campus.
The primary way in which 
the government shutdown is 
putting college students’ fi-
nancial aid at risk is through 
an inability to complete 
FAFSA verification. Under 
the recent instruction of the 
Department of Education, 
the Office of Financial Aid is 
temporarily utilizing signed 
tax returns in place of the 
IRS transcripts to verify 
student information.
The Senate holds two 
competing bills aimed at 
ending the government 
shutdown and will vote on 
both by the end of the day 
on Thursday.
The official website for 
The FASFA is still live and on the web, 
and all of those functions are still 
there. Our Department of Education 
member on staff is still working. Money 
is still moving just fine from the federal 
government to our office.”
“
Laura Diven-Brown
University of Mississippi Director of Financial Aid
The ongoing government shutdown left administrators briefly “in limbo”
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Religious freedom is under attack in the US
The Shutdown will continue until they bring back mango pods
“The dogma lives loudly 
within you” said U.S. Senator 
Dianne Feinstein, as she looked 
down upon Amy Barrett, who 
was seated in the center of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
room in 2017. Barrett, at the 
time a law professor at the 
University of Notre Dame, 
was in the midst of an intense 
Senate confirmation hearing to 
be seated on the United States 
7th Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Throughout the hearing, Barrett 
was subjected to completely 
unwarranted questions 
regarding her character, 
temperance and personal beliefs; 
as is any individual nominated 
by President Trump. While this 
type of political grandstanding 
has become routine in the last 
two years, Senator Feinstein’s 
accusation escalated the hearing 
from a petty partisan squabble 
into a clear assault on Christian 
faith.
By “dogma,” Senator Feinstein 
simply meant Barrett’s Catholic 
faith. The Senator goes on to 
say, “You have a long history 
of believing that your religious 
beliefs should prevail. ... You’re 
controversial,” implying that 
Barrett would be unable to 
rule fairly on cases due to her 
Christian beliefs — specifically 
her personal position on 
abortion. Despite the fact that 
Barrett forcefully responded 
that she believes a judge 
should “never” put his or her 
own religious views above the 
law, Feinstein was unmoved 
and, predictably, suffered no 
rebuke from her democratic 
colleagues. It is no secret that 
many office holders have a 
particular disdain for religion 
and traditional values; evident 
by Feinstein’s shameless attack 
on Barrett’s faith and her own 
party’s refusal to condemn 
her for it. Unfortunately, this 
is only one of many cases of 
blatant anti-Christian religious 
discrimination in America within 
recent months.
Second Lady Karen Pence 
was widely criticized last week 
for a accepting a part-time 
teaching position at Immanuel 
Christian School. Why were 
some in the mainstream media 
so angered by this? Because the 
privately owned school requires 
job applicants to describe their 
Christian faith and adhere 
to biblical principles. Last 
September, Senator Kamala 
Harris grilled Brian Buescher, a 
judicial nominee for the United 
States District Court for the 
District of Nebraska, because of 
his membership in the Knights 
of Columbus, a pro-life Catholic 
organization.
This recent emergence 
of anti-Christian bias and 
discrimination in America is 
scary, wrong and un-American. 
The fact that this sentiment 
is most prevalent within 
government institutions and 
the mainstream media is even 
more frightening. It seems that 
Feinstein, Harris, and many 
in the media have forgotten 
Article Six, Section Three of 
the Constitution: “No religious 
test shall ever be required as 
a qualification to any office or 
public trust under the United 
States.” Religious freedom is a 
foundational principle in our 
country. It is an essential right of 
all Americans that allows us to 
live peacefully among each other. 
Americans of all religions should 
unapologetically condemn any 
type of religious test or bias 
among government officials. 
We should also not tolerate any 
type of religious discrimination 
amongst ourselves.
America is a historical 
anomaly — in our country, 
you can worship who you 
please, live how you like and 
pursue your own ambitions. 
Many people in the past have 
not had these privileges, and 
many in the present still do not. 
Today in China, North Korea 
and all throughout the Middle 
East, people are persecuted, 
incarcerated and killed for their 
religious beliefs. These egregious 
examples demonstrate the 
importance of religious freedom 
and the severe consequences of 
abandoning such an essential 
principle. “All tyranny needs 
to gain a foothold is for people 
of good conscience to remain 
silent.” Despite our problems, 
we are currently living in the 
most free nation in the history of 
mankind; let’s keep it that way.
Wright Ricketts is a senior 
banking and finance and 













1903 Anderson Road, Oxford, MS 38655
Two choices for upscale, affordable living in Oxford
•  1 and 2 bedroom units starting  
at $750
• Newly Renovated
• Sparkling Swimming Pool
• State-of-the-Art Fitness Center
• Half mile from the University Campus
• Pet Friendly
• Full Size Washer/Dryer in every unit
• On the OUT Transit Line




•  1, 2, and 3 bedroom townhomes 
starting at $795
• Gated Entrance
• Outdoor swimming pool
• Private patios on all 2 and 3 bedroom townhomes
• Maintenance-Free Lifestyle
• Newly renovated with full size washer/dryer
• On the OUT Transit Line
• Plantation Blinds
• Backs up to Ole Miss Campus
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election, Republican Sen. Roger 
Wicker defeated challengers and 
returned to his seat in the Senate. 
Republican Sen. Cindy Hyde-
Smith defeated former U.S. Secre-
tary of Agriculture Mike Espy in a 
runoff for the special election on 
Nov. 27.
“What we found in this 
dispatch of stories is that, even 
though they were very region-
ally focused, we would write a 
story that would resonate with 
someone from another part of the 
state,” said Ganucheau, who cov-
ers state politics and government 
for Mississippi Today.
According to Nave, political 
journalism often fails to get out 
into communities, which results 
in more generic reporting.
“We intentionally took the 
politicians and the candidates out 
of this process and let the stories 
stand as they were,” Nave said.
University professors and 
Oxford residents alike were in 
attendance at the Brown Bag 
Lecture.
Oxford resident Marianne 
Wharton attended the event and 
said she was impressed with 
Mississippi Today’s localized cov-
erage of the elections that made 
national news.
“I feel like (Mississippi Today) 
provided a good service and 
broader coverage to some things,” 
she said. “I think they had a 
particular slant on some things, 
but that’s inherent to journalism 
really. It’s just a matter of reading 
things with an eye.”
BROWN BAG
continued from page 1
PHOTO: JEANNE TORP
Adam Ganucheau speaks about his experience covering the Mississippi Senate race for Mississippi Today, traveling to hear the reactions and opinions of lesser-heard voters 
in the region.
Federal Student Aid, which is 
an office of the Department 
of Education, states, “As has 
been the case during past 
government shutdowns, we 
are making every effort to 
ensure minimal impact on 
students, borrowers, schools, 
lenders and guaranty agencies 
and their ability to participate 
in the federal student aid 
programs.”
At the University of Missis-
sippi, despite the shutdown, 
current students are still 
receiving financial aid for the 
2019 spring semester and 
should not, for the time being, 
be experiencing any diffi-
culties with predetermined 
scholarship money. The issues 
presented by this month’s 
government shutdown pri-
marily would have affected 
students’ financial aid awards 
for the fall 2019 semester.
“The FASFA is still live and 
on the web, and all of those 
functions are still there,” Div-
en-Brown said. “Our Depart-
ment of Education member on 
staff is still working. Money 
is still moving just fine from 
the federal government to our 
office.”
FINANCIAL AID
continued from page 1
Religious freedom is under attack in the US
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1.  Have at least three semesters to 
complete before graduating. 
2.  Have strong communication skills and 
be comfortable interacting with local 
business professionals. 
3.  Be highly motivated, organized, 
dependable, and attentive to detail. 
4.  Previous sales or retail 
experience preferred.
5.  Earnings are based 
on commission. This is 
excellent work experience 
for a resume or future 
employer.
Advertising Executive 
Position available NOW and       for the 2019-2020 school year. 
NOW 
HIRING
Go to theDMonline.com and click on apply to download an application or contact Rebecca at rebecca.dmads@gmail.com.  
Applications can be sent to dmads@olemiss.edu.
Blues, books and Bulgaria
The 2019 spring season 
at Thacker Mountain Radio 
Hour will kick off at 6 p.m. 
tonight at Off Square Books 
with Ole Miss’s Grisham 
Writer-in-Residence Garth 
Greenwell and blues musi-
cians Watermelon Slim and 
Ben Wiley Payton.
Those in attendance will 
get a peek at Watermelon 
Slim’s new record. He said 
he will perform the title song 
from his award-winning 2007 
album “The Wheel Man” and 
debut two songs from his new 
album “Church of the Blues,” 
which comes out Friday.
Watermelon Slim began 
his musical career at an early 
age, but he said it wasn’t until 
his mid-50s that he decided 
to ditch being a truck driver 
and take one more swing at a 
musical career.
“I was a very late-blooming 
musician,” Watermelon Slim 
said. “As far as being a blues-
man, I had to get into my 20s, 
after I had been in Vietnam, 
before I began to understand 
what it really meant to be 
that.”
Watermelon Slim said that 
playing music is still a learn-
ing process.
“I’m still learning, and 
there’s no walking back from 
it,” he said. “I do write and 
sing in most American genres 
of music, but I fit best under 
the big tent that is the blues.”
Payton, a Mississippi 
native and folk singer, will 
be returning to the Thack-
er Mountain stage tonight. 
Payton said that during his 
childhood he listened to and 
was inspired by Mississippi 
blues musicians such as Rob-
ert Johnson and John Hurt.
“(Johnson and Hurt) had 
a wide vision,” Payton said. 
“Their arrangements and 
stylistic musical exploration 
appeal to me. They were real 
inspirations to me as I made 
being a blues musician a full-
time career.”
When not on the road, 
Payton plays locally in Jack-
son and at venues across the 
state, with country-blues 
fans coming from all over the 
world.
“I had the honor of being 
chosen to represent the state 
of Mississippi for the Amer-
ican Folklife Center’s Home-
grown Concert Series at the 
Library of Congress, which in-
cluded an additional concert 
at the prestigious Kennedy 
Center in Washington, D.C.,” 
Payton said.
Greenwell, the universi-
ty’s current John and Renee 
Grisham Writer-in-Residence, 
will answer questions about 
his writing career and share 
excerpts from his debut novel 
“What Belongs to You.” The 
2016 novel was a nominee for 
the PEN/Faulkner Award, the 
James Tait Black Memorial 
Prize, the Los Angeles Times 
Book Prize and the National 
Book award.
“What Belongs to You” 
tells the story of an American 
teacher working in Bulgaria 
who enters a dangerous affair 
with a charismatic prostitute 
named Mitko. As the teach-
er struggles to reconcile his 
longing with the anguish it 
creates, he is forced to strug-
gle with the anti-gay world of 
the foreign country he lives in 
while also reckoning with his 
upbringing in the South.
Kate Teague, producer of 
Thacker Mountain Radio 
Hour, said she is excited 
about this season of Thacker 
because of an expansion of 
the show’s outreach.
“We are also thrilled to be 
picked up for broadcast by 
Alabama Public Radio, so 
those who miss the show can 
be heard on Mississippi and 
Alabama public radio net-
works,” Teague said.
This particular Thacker 
show is part of Pop Up Ox-
ford, a week-long schedule of 
lectures, programs and events 
sponsored by Visit Oxford.
KASSIDY DESNOYER
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM
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Jim Dees, host of Thacker Mountain Radio  Hour, introduces a performer at the 2018 Double Decker Festival. Thacker will host 
their first show of 2019 tonight..
Thacker returns with Watermelon Slim, Ben Wiley Payton and Garth Greenwell
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Though funny, ‘Vice’ makes complexity one-dimensional
Grisham Writer-in-Residence, 
will answer questions about 
his writing career and share 
excerpts from his debut novel 
“What Belongs to You.” The 
2016 novel was a nominee for 
the PEN/Faulkner Award, the 
James Tait Black Memorial 
Prize, the Los Angeles Times 
Book Prize and the National 
Book award.
“What Belongs to You” 
tells the story of an American 
teacher working in Bulgaria 
who enters a dangerous affair 
with a charismatic prostitute 
named Mitko. As the teach-
er struggles to reconcile his 
longing with the anguish it 
creates, he is forced to strug-
gle with the anti-gay world of 
the foreign country he lives in 
while also reckoning with his 
upbringing in the South.
Kate Teague, producer of 
Thacker Mountain Radio 
Hour, said she is excited 
about this season of Thacker 
because of an expansion of 
the show’s outreach.
“We are also thrilled to be 
picked up for broadcast by 
Alabama Public Radio, so 
those who miss the show can 
be heard on Mississippi and 
Alabama public radio net-
works,” Teague said.
This particular Thacker 
show is part of Pop Up Ox-
ford, a week-long schedule of 
lectures, programs and events 
sponsored by Visit Oxford.
AVERY RUTH
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM
Storming into theaters this 
winter, the political comedy 
“Vice,” directed and written 
by Adam McKay, tells the 
story of Dick Cheney’s life 
in politics. The film makes a 
valiant effort to comment on 
the United States’ tricky past 
and to impact the current 
condition of our nation.
This movie begs for laugh-
ter in each scene as it ex-
plores the mysterious story of 
Cheney’s rise to power in the 
White House and the influ-
ence he and his family had on 
the Bush administration.
On one hand, McKay’s 
sense of directing shone 
through in strong perfor-
mances by his immensely tal-
ented cast for the film, which 
stars Christian Bale as Dick 
Cheney with co-stars Amy 
Adams and Sam Rockwell. 
Bale completely transformed 
into Cheney, and his efforts 
paid off as he took home the 
sole Golden Globe of the six 
awards for which “Vice” was 
nominated. Adams displays 
strong emotions as Lynne 
Cheney, and Rockwell de-
livers a complete George W. 
Bush with flawless manner-
isms and a Texan accent.
The entire makeup and 
hair department also gives an 
Oscar-worthy performance 
that helps strengthen the 
appearance of the actors and 
convince the audience of the 
story on the screen. This part 
of a film crew often goes over-
looked, but when dealing with 
a film that covers decades of 
history, it is crucial to having 
a successful film. Together, 
the actors and the makeup 
and hair department make 
“Vice” one of this year’s more 
notable films.
However, McKay makes 
it hard to take this movie 
seriously at times. In general, 
he did a good job at creating 
the comedic moments we are 
used to seeing from him in 
movies like “Anchorman” and 
“The Other Guys,” but there 
are also times in “Vice” where 
an intended joke doesn’t land 
just right due to the serious 
subject matter or the poor 
timing of the joke.
By focusing on Bush’s 
response to the 9/11 attacks, 
McKay chooses a very con-
troversial subject to focus on 
in “Vice,” and the result is a 
very one-dimensional movie 
throughout. It hardly ever has 
anything good to say about its 
protagonist. Whether there 
actually is anything good to 
say or not, the character’s 
lack of complexity makes 
for a flick that seems like a 
one-sided liberal advertise-
ment.
McKay misses a big oppor-
tunity to present the audience 
with the choice of deciding 
for themselves whether 
Cheney’s actions in the White 
House were moral or not. 
The script portrays Cheney 
as a heartless, power-hungry 
bulldozer, President Bush is 
written to have the IQ of a 
toddler who is easily manipu-
lated by Cheney.
Whether or not you support 
the decisions made during 
Bush’s presidency, it is hard 
to stay entertained while 
watching predictable charac-
ters.
Overall, McKay’s “Vice” is 
worth seeing for those who 
love strong acting, moments 
of laughter and period 
dramas. This movie, though 
one-dimensional, leaves you 
with many questions about 
America’s controversial his-
tory, motivating its viewers to 
look further into the matters 
concerning Cheney’s deci-
sions with the government.
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APARTMENT FOR RENT
1 BED/1BA Across the street from 
The Hub. All appliances W/D. Avail-
able now $600/mo (662)607-2400 
TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1 bed-
room 1 bath w/ study. 2950 S. Lamar. 
Single occupancy, Ole miss student 
rental only. $510 (662)832-0117 
HOUSE FOR RENT
GREAT HOUSE! 4 BR/4.5 BA avail-
able 8/1/19. Magnolia Grove Subdi-
vision, off Anderson Rd. $2,000/mo. 
Come see it today! (662)832-3388 
32002
Apply @ jobs.dominos.com OR in person!
Domino’s East 1920 University 662.236.3844  
Domino’s West (Campus Store) 1603 W. Jackson Ave 662.236.3030
NOW HIRING DRIVERS
Make $12-$18 an hour!
at BOTH Oxford locations!
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
SOLUTION TO 1.23.2019 PUZZLEACROSS
  1 Not fem.
  5 At ___ for words
10 Jack of “Rio Lobo”
14  ___ take arms 
against...
15 Thick sweet liquid
16 Unit of loudness
17  I’ve Got ___ in 
Kalamazoo

















45 Attack a sub?
46  Disrespectful back 
talk
47 Sleight of hand
48 Queue after Q
50 Biblical dancing girl
54 Restless
58 Heaven
61  Presidential middle 
name
62 Yemeni, for one
63 Trunk





70 Put a new price on
71  Voting-pattern 
predictor
DOWN
  1 Castle water pits
  2 Special vocabulary
  3 Flight of steps
  4 Assemble
  5  I’d hate to break 
up ___
  6 Bleaching agent
  7 Senator Hatch
  8  Connected series of 
rooms









29 Dame ___ Everage
30 Goes out with
31 Slaughter of baseball









46  Tanning salon 
purchase
49 ___ kwon do
51 Unit of volume
52 ___ Mio








64 ___ Na Na





Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
SUDOKU PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY OLE MISS GOLF COURSE
39171
Spring Student  
Memberships Available
662.234.4816 • www.theolemissgolfcourse.com
Find it!    Sell it!    Buy it!
DM Classifieds Work
Matt Mott receives contract extension through 2022
Ole Miss Women’s Soccer head 
coach Matt Mott will remain with 
the program until at least 2022 af-
ter receiving a four-year contract 
extension from the university. The 
extension comes on the heels of 
an NCAA Tournament appear-
ance in which the Rebels knocked 
off the No. 25 Clemson Tigers in 
the first round.
Mott took over an Ole Miss 
soccer program that had only 
achieved four NCAA Tournament 
berths in its 15 year history. Since 
his arrival in 2010, Ole Miss has 
made four NCAA Tournament ap-
pearances, including three of the 
last four, and a trip to the Sweet 
16 in the 2016 season.
Ole Miss athletics director Ross 
Bjork announced the decision 
to extend Mott’s contract on 
Wednesday afternoon.
“We are thrilled to have Coach 
Mott leading our soccer pro-
gram,” Bjork said. “Since arriving 
in Oxford in 2010, he has built Ole 
Miss into a perennial contender 
not only in the SEC but on the 
national landscape. In addition to 
their successes on the field, Coach 
Mott’s teams have consistently ex-
celled both in the classroom and 
as role models in our community. 
Under his guidance, the future is 
bright for Ole Miss soccer.”
Ole Miss soccer has seen un-
precedented success under Mott, 
specifically the 2013 and 2016 
campaigns.
In 2013, just Mott’s third year 
on the job, Ole Miss finished 16-6-
2 overall and 7-3-1 in league play, 
good for second in the SEC West, 
and hosted an NCAA Tourna-
ment game. In 2016, Mott led the 
Rebels to their first ever Sweet 16 
appearance, which included a win 
over then-No. 7 Clemson in the 
second round.
Furthermore, Ole Miss has 
ranked in the top four in the SEC 
in goals scored per game over 
the past seven years, leading the 
Since securing the Ole Miss 
head coaching position, Matt 
Luke has put a strong emphasis 
on building the Rebels’ future 
on the recruiting trail, an effort 
sparked by his “Mississippi 
Made” campaign.
As of this week, Ole Miss 
has the 25th-ranked 2019 
recruiting class according 
to the 247Sports composite. 
Although a top-25 class is 
nothing to scoff at coming off of 
NCAA sanctions, it is only good 
enough to give the Rebels the 
11th best mark in the SEC fol-
lowing the early signing period 
in December.
The Rebel class took a mas-
sive hit when two players from 
Horn Lake High School decided 
not to sign with Ole Miss. Five-
star linebacker Nakobe Dean 
and four-star athlete Raydar-
ious Jones opted, instead, to 
sign with Georgia and LSU, 
respectively, last month.
After missing out on two 
high-profile players who reside 
a mere hour north of Oxford, 
the Rebels’ camp was hit hard 
again with the decommitment 
of now-five-star running back 
JUSTIN DIAL
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
conference in 2013 and 2017. 
Moreover, three of Ole Miss’ top 
five scorers in school history have 
played for Mott. That list includes 
CeCe Kizer, Rafaelle Souza and 
Mandy McCalla.
“I’m incredibly excited to solid-
ify my future here at Ole Miss,” 
Mott said. “My family and I have 
made Oxford our home over the 
last nine years, and we’re thrilled 
to continue to call this great place 
home.”
Before his career with Ole 
Miss, Mott spent time as an 
assistant at a different SEC West 
school: Auburn. Mott served 
as an assistant and later as an 
associate head coach from 1999 
to 2006. He was named AFLAC 
National Assistant Coach of the 
Year for his 2002 performance 
during the Tigers SEC Champi-
onship season.
In 2006, he made a move to be 
the top assistant at the University 
of Texas, where he would stay 
until 2010. His stint at Texas 
included two-straight Sweet 16 
appearances and a No. 1 national 
ranking in 2007.
Mott will look to continue the 
upward trend within the Ole 
Miss Soccer program. The 2019 
Rebels will have a new look with 
top scorer CeCe Kizer graduating, 
but with Channing Foster return-
ing, the Rebels should be solid 
offensively once again.
“While I’m tremendously 
proud of the successes we’ve had 
in my time here, I still believe the 
best is yet to come,” Mott said.
FILE PHOTO: MARLEE CRAWFORD
Matt Mott speaks at a press conference last season. Mott recently received a four-year contract extension from the university 
through 2022.
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Questions? Contact Lauren Childers at 
662-915-8782 or lchilder@olemiss.edu
Pick up your application in
Martindale 145
(Office of Admissions).
Return your application to
Martindale 145 by 5:00 P.M.
on Friday, Feb. 2, 2019.
garrettfridayandgarner.com
1205 Office Park Drive B, Oxford, MS 
M-TH 8am-5pm, F 8am-4pm
If you have been charged with a criminal offense call our office to schedule a free 
consultation regarding the criminal charges which have been brought against you.
Weekend and after-hours appointments available for legal emergencies.
Defense of Persons charged with:
D.U.I. - 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th Offense, Public Drunk, 
M.I.P., Fake I.D., Simple Assault
Possession of Paraphernalia and/or Drugs
Possession with Intent, Sale of Drugs, Aggravated 
Assault and All Other Midsdemeanor and Felony Charges







Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
Matt Mott receives contract extension through 2022 Ole Miss holds top-25 class ahead of signing day
Since securing the Ole Miss 
head coaching position, Matt 
Luke has put a strong emphasis 
on building the Rebels’ future 
on the recruiting trail, an effort 
sparked by his “Mississippi 
Made” campaign.
As of this week, Ole Miss 
has the 25th-ranked 2019 
recruiting class according 
to the 247Sports composite. 
Although a top-25 class is 
nothing to scoff at coming off of 
NCAA sanctions, it is only good 
enough to give the Rebels the 
11th best mark in the SEC fol-
lowing the early signing period 
in December.
The Rebel class took a mas-
sive hit when two players from 
Horn Lake High School decided 
not to sign with Ole Miss. Five-
star linebacker Nakobe Dean 
and four-star athlete Raydar-
ious Jones opted, instead, to 
sign with Georgia and LSU, 
respectively, last month.
After missing out on two 
high-profile players who reside 
a mere hour north of Oxford, 
the Rebels’ camp was hit hard 
again with the decommitment 
of now-five-star running back 
Jerrion Ealy of Jackson Prep. 
Ealy is a projected first-round 
pick in the 2019 MLB Draft, but 
he is also a highly sought-after 
football recruit and plans to 
sign with a school in February.
Although the recent devel-
opments of narrowly missing 
high-profile Mississippi recruits 
have possibly dulled the luster 
of this class, the Rebels aren’t 
without some solid commit-
ments under their belt, includ-
ing 11 who signed in December 
and began classes at the univer-
sity on Tuesday.
Mike MacIntyre’s defense 
gained a leg-up in the early 
signing period by landing 
10 players who are listed as 
defensive, including four-star 
defensive end Sam Williams, 
who is now enrolled in classes 
at the university after transfer-
ring from Northeast Mississippi 
Community College. Williams 
was joined by five other Missis-
sippi early enrollees, including 
linebacker Eric Jeffries, who 
recorded 85 total tackles in his 
senior season at Lafayette High 
School in Oxford.
The offensive side gained 
some firepower as well, in-
cluding quarterbacks Grant 
Tisdale of Allen High School 
in Texas and Kinkead Dent of 
Jackson Academy in Jackson. 
Tisdale and Dent were joined 
as early enrollees by former 
Hattiesburg quarterback Jarod 
“Snoop” Conner, who signed as 
a running back. Ole Miss’ early 
signing period haul included 25 
signees overall, 14 of whom are 
offensive players.
After the early signing period 
and the decommitment of Ealy, 
the Rebels are left with three 
committed players who are 
expected to sign next month — 
barring any last-minute flips: 
wide receiver Jonathan Mingo 
of Mississippi’s Brandon High 
School, defensive end Bran-
don Mack of Jefferson Davis 
High School in Alabama, and 
offensive tackle Caleb Etienne 
of Warren Easton High School 
in Louisiana. Although Ole Miss 
has struggled mightily on de-
fense the last few seasons, one 
of the most important recruits 
to hold on to among these three 
is Mingo.
The Rebel offense is losing 
four receivers to the 2019 NFL 
Draft: A.J. Brown, D.K. Metcalf, 
DaMarkus Lodge and Daw-
son Knox. New recruit Mingo 
hauled in 77 receptions for 14 
touchdowns in 2018 and has 
the potential to become a target 
early in his Ole Miss career 
should he stick with his com-
mitment to the Rebels.
Mingo currently has official 
visits scheduled to Ole Miss, 
Mississippi State and Florida 
State, as National Signing Day 
in February inches closer.
JOHN MACON GILLESPIE
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
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CeCe Kizer selected by Houston Dash with No. 13 pick
Former Ole Miss forward 
and midfielder CeCe Kizer was 
selected by the Houston Dash on 
Jan. 10, making her the No. 13 
overall pick of the 2019 College 
Draft. She is just the third player 
in program history to be drafted 
into professional soccer.
Kizer, a native of Overland 
Park, Kansas, said being drafted 
was “a relief” and expressed her 
gratitude to the Houston organi-
zation for making her one of their 
selections.
“I was super anxious, but I’m 
really excited,” Kizer said. “I was 
hoping to join a great team, and 
Houston is a club that I’ve heard 
really good things about. I know 
a few players there, so I’m really 
excited to get to H-Town and do 
my thing.”
Kizer had an illustrious career 
with the Rebels, setting school 
records with 48 career goals and 
119 points. She also ended her 
career at Ole Miss with 23 assists, 
the third most in school history. 
Kizer also boasts three of the top 
nine scoring seasons in Ole Miss 
history.
In her senior season Kizer led 
the SEC in points and assists and 
helped Ole Miss reach the NCAA 
tournament in consecutive years 
for the first time in school history.
“We are so happy for CeCe,” 
head coach Matt Mott said. “She 
has been a great player for us the 
past four years. She is ready to be-
come a professional soccer player, 
and I think big things are ahead 
for her in Houston. The Dash just 
gained a great fan base in Rebel 
Nation.”
Kizer’s success at Ole Miss did 
not go unnoticed by national au-
diences either, as she became just 
the third Ole Miss player to be 
named First Team All-SEC thrice. 
She also became the school’s first 
United Soccer Coaches All-Amer-
ican, winning the award in both 
her junior and senior seasons. 
Her college career was capped 
off with the 2018 Senior CLASS 
award for women’s soccer, an 
award given to the most outstand-
ing senior student-athlete in 10 
different NCAA sports.
Kizer was one of two players 
drafted from the SEC, along 
with Florida goalkeeper Kaylan 
Marckese, who was selected in the 
fourth round by Sky Blue FC.
“It’s exciting that she was the 
first SEC player to be drafted,” 
Mott said. “It shows her quality 
and how she was able to really 
dominate our league over the last 
four years. We’re going to miss 
her down in Oxford, but we’re cer-
tainly excited for her new career 
and her new journey as a pro.”
Kizer was the second selection 
for the Dash, who also acquired 
Southern California defender Ally 
Prisock with the 12th pick. The 
Dash’s 2019 schedule has yet to 
be released by the team.
JAKE DAVIS
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
FILE PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
CeCe Kizer dribbles the ball downfield attempting to shake off a Mississippi State defender on October 21, 2018. Kizer was recently drafted by the Houston Dash in the 
National Women’s Soccer League.
